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Group Visits  
Benjamin Franklin House 

36 Craven Street, WC2N 5NF 
020 7839 2008 
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Call us on 020 7839 2008 or email 
supervisor@benjaminfranklinhouse.org 

to arrange your booking. 

We welcome group visits to Benjamin Franklin House. There are a 
variety of ways your group can uncover the historical, architectural and 
scientific importance of this amazing Grade I listed building, only 
recently open to the public, which reveals the London story of one of 
history’s greatest figures, Benjamin Franklin, as well as other 
inhabitants, like anatomist William Hewson. We cater to the needs of 
every group, so please contact us to discuss your specific requirements. 

Group Visits 
“The doors of wisdom are never shut.” - Franklin 

www.BenjaminFranklinHouse.org 

We can accommodate up to 15 for the 
Historical Experience, given the 
compact Georgian spaces. Group 
bookings typically take place Wednesday 
- Sunday afternoons, although out of 
hours bookings may be possible by 
arrangement. 

General Information 
A group visit costs just £6 per person (normal admission £7), and can 
include the Historical Experience and/or a further talk and demonstra-
tion. Read on for information on our many offerings. 
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The Historical Experience presents the 
excitement and uncertainty of Franklin’s 
London years using the rooms he 
inhabited for nearly sixteen years as 
staging for a drama which seamlessly 
integrates live performance, cutting edge 
lighting and projection technology.  With 
its ‘museum as theatre’ approach, it 
stands alone among London attractions. 
The main character, Polly Hewson, daughter of Franklin’s landlady who 
became a ‘second daughter’ to Franklin, accompanies visitors through 
the House, as they experience a sense of the complexity of the man and 
the times in which he lived. 

The Historical Experience 

Architectural & Conservation Tours (Mondays) 
For groups primarily interested in the architecture of this historic 
building  we can arrange a tour of the House with a knowledgeable 
guide. Guests will see original Georgian features and learn about the 
comprehensive conservation project that rescued Benjamin Franklin 
House from dereliction. They will discover the 300 years of its history, 
including Franklin’s long residence, Hewson’s anatomy school, and what 
became of the House between the 18th century and today.  
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Franklin invented the Glass 
Armonica at Craven Street in 
1761, after seeing a 
demonstration of the musical 
glasses in Cambridge. Franklin’s 
Armonica, capable of lush 
harmonies mounted 37 bowls 
on an iron spindle, turned by a 

foot treadle, and played with wet fingers. Mozart, Beethoven, Gluck 
and many others composed for Franklin’s Armonica, although by the 
early 19th century, suspicion that the ethereal music could drive 
performers mad caused a decline in the instrument’s popularity! A 
demonstration of our working Armonica includes an opportunity to 
play this unique instrument. 

The Glass Armonica 

The Lightning Experiment 
In London, Franklin continued his 
innovative work in science. On the 
banks of the Thames at the bottom 
of Craven Street he demonstrated 
his kite and key experiment proving 
lightning to be an electrical 
phenomenon. St. Paul’s Cathedral 
was the first building in Britain to 
have a Franklin lightning rod. This 
electrifying experiment involves a 
high volt Tesla Coil and a model 
church to test Franklin’s theories 
about electricity. A demonstration of 
Franklin’s work at Craven Street, 
with chemist Joseph Priestley, 
exploring hydrodynamics is also 
available. 



�

 5 

One of the more unusual finds during 
conservation of 36 Craven Street were a 
number of human and animal bones, excavated 
from the House’s original garden. In just one 
square metre, more than 1,200 human and 
animal bones were discovered. Forensic 
archaeologists confirmed these 18th century 
remains dare the remnants of dissections carried 
out at Hewson’s anatomy school, at the House 
from 1772 (after he had married Polly) until his 
untimely death in 1774. 

 

18th Century Medicine & Anatomy Schools  
We can provide a  fascinating talk about medical research and surgery 
in the 18th century, using Hewson’s anatomy school as a starting 
point. Private anatomy schools flourished in this period, but subjects 
for dissection were hard to come by, and surgeons were forced to turn 
to the so-called resurrectionists for assistance. 

William Hewson & The Craven Street Bones 
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Private Evening Visit 
For an exclusive evening, why not enjoy a private view of Benjamin 
Franklin House? These can be arranged after 6pm daily, and will 
include the Historical Experience, a talk or demonstration, and 
refreshments. We charge £15 per person for an evening private view.  
Please contact us to discuss your requirements. 
 

Room Hire 
The House is a delightful venue in which to hold a reception, dinner,  
meeting or other event. With a variety of rooms available, including 
beautiful Georgian parlours, a seminar room, and an outside terrace, 
hire costs start at just £250. Please contact us on 020 7839 2006 or 
info@benjaminfranklinhouse.org to find out more. 

Evening visits & Hire 

School Visits 
School visits take place 
free of charge on 
Tuesdays. For an 
information pack please 
contact our Education 
Manager, Stephen 
Wilson:education@benja
minfranklinhouse.org 
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Benjamin Franklin House 
Group Visit Booking Form 

 
Group Leader’s Name: _____________________________ 

Organisation Name: _______________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

Postcode: ______________ Contact Telephone: ____________________ 

Email Address: ______________________________________________ 

Type of Group (eg. University/college/general interest):______________________ 

Number in Group: __________________ 

Type of Visit (please tick):    _____ Daytime   _____ Evening (after 6pm) 

Preferred Date  of Booking: ____________________________________ 
(We will contact you to discuss your visit, and/or provide alternatives if this date is not available) 

 

Please choose  up to two preferred options for your visit: 

 ____ Historical Experience/ or the Architectural Tour (Mondays) 

 ____ Lightning Demonstration 

 ____ Glass Armonica Demonstration 

 ____ Craven Street Bones Lecture 

  

Does your group have any special requirements (eg. access)?: __________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

 

Please return this form to: Group Visits, Benjamin Franklin House,  

36 Craven Street, London, WC2N 5NF/  

supervisor@benjaminfranklinhouse.org or call 020 7839 2008 


