a0 2011 Events at Benjamin Franklin House

House 5th and Franklin 305th Birthday Celebration
Monday 17 January, 7-9pm

A celebration of Benjamin Franklin’s 305th birthdand the 5th anniversary of the opening of
¥  Benjamin Franklin House to the public as a dynamiaseum and educational facility. The origihal
o 1869 ‘blue’ plaque, commissioned by the (Royaljebpof Arts to commemorate Franklin’s tenureat
nnm 36 Craven Street, was unveiled for the first timdriginally erected on the wrong house at 7 Craven

‘[‘3 [l Street—demolished in 1914 the plaque spent almost 100 years in storage iaraln warehouse.
T

Benjamin Franklin's support was the key to Thomam®a success in America. The radical's
incendiary pamphlet Common Sense helped unify theerikcan colonists and galvanise suppor{ for
the War of Independence. During the war, Paine'SCti8is Papers were similarly influential and gave
America enduring phrases like "These are the Tihe#sTry Mens Souls...." This talk by researcher
Paul Myles will include rare 18th century imagePaihe, Lewes, and London.

e £5/£3 50 Friends and concessions

National Science and Engineering Week (11-20 March 2011)

Saturday 19 March, 11am

NATIONAL Communication and light are our themes for 2011 Matl Science and Engineering Week.
@12 \[@=F:% Benjamin Franklin believed light can bounce offfaces and act like a wave. 250 years later, this
=\ e 233Nel quality is what makes fibre optic technology, geerce of transatlantic communication, possiblé. In
this lighthearted session for young and old, discover Fraskieories by directing a laser bgam
through a maze, and making your own kaleidoscope!

£5 per child, free for adults

The Archive in a Global Age: Reflections on the Fut ure of the Past
Thursday 3 March, 12pm

Joseph Heathcott is a writer, curator, photograpaed professor of urban studies at The New Schop
New York. Currently he holds the U.S. Fulbright finguished Chair for the United Kingdom at the
University of the Arts, and is a Senior Visiting kv at the London School of Economics. His work
considers the role of collective memory and ceealipression as everyday civic practices thattbleape
contemporary metropolis. In this talk he will begiith some of Franklin’s thoughts on intellectuabperty.

£5/£3.50 Friends and concessions

The Great American Songbook Concert

Sunday 10 April, 12pm

Dan and Laura Curtis are foremost ambassadorseofntiisic of the Great American Songbook of

I American popular songs in the UK. Their repertairgudes works by Irving Berlin, George and Ira
Gershwin, Jerome Kern and Cole Porter.

£8/£5 Friends and concessions

To book call +44(0)207 839 2006 or email info@Benja minFranklinHouse.org, or send a cheque made
payable to ‘Friends of Benjamin Franklin House’ to

Benjamin Franklin House, 36 Craven Street, London W C2N 5NF
www.BenjaminFranklinHouse.org



Lady Reid Lecture — Franklin: From Printer to Autho r
Monday 11 April, 1pm

Benjamin Franklin was a master communicator. H&Hl.century writings are clear and engagingjand
his lasting fame is due in part to the form andstahce of his written words. He was equally dlaie
a printer— from type and production, to marketing and disttibn. House historian, Lady Joan Reld,
will tell us why literary Franklin matters.

£5/£3.50 Friends and concessions

Easter Week Kids Days: Georgian Sports Day

S \& Tuesday 12 April and Tuesday 19 April, 11am and 2pm

A Springinto action at our Georgian Sports Days at Benjartanklin House! Take part in 18th
» century games that would have delighted childreBrawen Street including Blind Man's Bluff,
~, marbles, and pass the thimble. Suitable for 6-11 péis.

" £5 per child, free for adults

¥7 | Annual Science Day
o LOCATION: The Salvation Army — Regent Hall, 275 Oxf ord Street, London W1C 2DJ

M \Tuesday 10 May, 10am

| School children will take part in fun and informagisessions which highlight what became of Frank-
W lin’s most important investigations. Special gaesill capture the

children’s attention with experiments that poprilinate and crackle, showing how Franklin’s 18th
century explorations have led to some of todays imortant technologies.

Free — Booking required

Museums and Galleries at Night — Late Night Historica | Experience

Saturday 14 May, 6.15pm and 7.15pm

See the celebrated Historical Experience at niglive-interpretation and sound and visual projec
will reveal the uncertainty and excitement of Fiark London years in the great man's own words.

o

£10/£8 Friends and concessions

Robert H. Smith Annual Lecture in American Democrac y

LOCATION: Eccles Centre for American Studies, Briti sh Library, 96 Euston Road, London NW1 2DB
Monday 16 May, 6.30pm

Sir Christopher Meyer, former British Ambassadothte United States, will draw on his background as
diplomat, public servant, and author, in delivefling Lessons of History at the first Robert H. Shnitecture
in American Democracy, in association with the Escentre for American Studies at the British

Library. American business leader and philanthtépbert H. Smith, for whom the Benjamin Franklin

House Scholarship Centre is named, exemplified Kfirsla belief in the importance of civic and pewdon
4 responsibility.
. £8.50/£5 Friends and concessions

To book call +44(0)207 839 2006 or email info@Benja minFranklinHouse.org, or send a cheque made
payable to ‘Friends of Benjamin Franklin House’ to

Benjamin Franklin House, 36 Craven Street, London W C2N 5NF
www.BenjaminFranklinHouse.org



International Museums Day — Museum and Memory

Wednesday 18 May at 12pm, 1pm, 2pm, 3.15pm and 4.15pm

Do you think museums capture and share memoriedifomour of International Museums Day, we
will ask all visitors this important question, wgdiing their responses to our website. There willfbe
1 entry to the Historical Experience for all shows.

Historical Experience tickets — £7/£5 concessions

Dr David Allan Lecture: Franklin and the Shipleys
 Monday 23 May, 12.30pm

Dr Allan, historian of the Royal Society of Arts BR) and Honorary President of the William Shipley
Group for RSA History, will highlight the friendghibetween Franklin and RSA Founder Willidm
Shipley and his family. For over fifty years, Bi#lan has lectured and written extensively on &spé¢
the Society’s history, including the Benjamin Fréinkconnection, and he remains involved in its
affairs.

Free — Booking required

National Family Week: Georgian Homes
Tuesday 31 May, 11lam and 2pm

Benjamin Franklin House was built circa 1730. Hane our homes different today? Find out in a fun
session for kids big and small, during which enetgdelp will be needed to build a street of 30Jet)o
Georgian terraces like 36 Craven Street.

£5 per child, free for adults

Lady Reid Lecture — Franklin the Spy
Monday 6 June, 1pm

Franklin: printer, publisher, politician, philosoph..spy? House Franklin Scholar Lady Joan Reid ge
to the bottom of whether Franklin engaged in espgeduring his London sojourn and beyond.

£5/£3.50 Friends and concessions

Concordia Musical Soiree
Wednesday 8 June, 7.30pm

0 We will be hosting a lyrical evening in keepin@ Wianklin’s love of 18th century music in associat
with our Craven Street neighbours, the Concordiariéation, which serves young musicians.

Concordia

Foundation £20, including refreshments

To book call +44(0)207 839 2006 or email info@Benja minFranklinHouse.org, or send a cheque made
payable to ‘Friends of Benjamin Franklin House’ to

Benjamin Franklin House, 36 Craven Street, London W C2N 5NF
www.BenjaminFranklinHouse.org



- Annual Benjamin Franklin House Science Fair

F

| B, Tuesday 28 June, 11am
Science Fair allows children to develop skillscéssal with scientific enquiry, helping them beceme
\ : autonomous thinkers and creative problem solvEngy are encouraged to develop their own responses
\ W to problems Franklin considered at Craven Stragthsas how to get more heat from less fuel. ung
\' people create and display their own experimentssghool Science Fairs, with winning entries gjmg
o forward to this end of year gathering.

‘ Free — schools booking required

Independence Day Party
Monday 4 July, 12-2pm

Join us for a celebration of Independence Day ajdd@n Franklin House. Enjoy cake and a glas$ of
bubbly in the world’s only remaining Franklin home.

£8/£5 Friends and concessions

Festival of British Archaeology

Tuesday 26 July, 11am and 2pm
Children will explore the House’s fascinating aeohagical history. They will discover why huTan
bones were found in the basement and the storytéflegbout the history of medicine. Led by Holise
Education Manager, Stephen Wilson.

£5 per child, free for adults

Children's Summer Fete — Print this!

Tuesday 9, 16 and 23 August, 11am and 2pm
__ Benjamin Franklin House hosts the first annual SummFete, in collaboration with special guésts
@fg from the world of heritage. Activities will includgnt This! —a workshop on the printing process.
A Fun for all the family learning about Franklin’'scess as a printer: print your own message, pictdre
#¥ sign using everyday objects.

U £5 per child, free for adults

| A Musical Evening: 250 years of Franklin's Glass Ar monica

| Thursday 11 August, 6.30pm

i We will be celebrating the 250th anniversary ofnklia’s glass armonica, the musical
.| Instrument he developed in 1761 at 36 Craven StreEthereal sounds are produced from rotating
e | glass bowls which inspired compositions by Mdeethoven, (JC) Bach, and more recently rock
musicians like Jarvis Cocker and Damian Albarn.

£20/£15 Friends and concessions

To book call +44(0)207 839 2006 or email info@Benja minFranklinHouse.org, or send a cheque made

payable to ‘Friends of Benjamin Franklin House’ to
Benjamin Franklin House, 36 Craven Street, London W C2N 5NF
www.BenjaminFranklinHouse.org



London Open House Weekend

Saturday 17 and Sunday 18 September
London Open House Weekend celebrates the cityreditde architecture. This annual event invjtes
the public to cross the threshold of some of Lorglonost interesting buildings, including Grade |,
1730s Benjamin Franklin House. Guided tours wilkéaplace throughout the day.

Free — Booking required

Annual Symposium in association with the Eccles Centre for American Studies:

Founding Gardeners by Andrea Wulf

LOCATION: Eccles Centre for American Studies, Briti sh Library, 96 Euston Road, London NW1 2DB
Monday 19 September, 6.30pm

This beautifully illustrated talk looks at the bvef the American founding fathers and how their
attitude to plants, gardens, nature and agricullraped the American nation. Award-winning
historian Andrea Wulf will show how plants, paoditand personalities intertwined as never before.

£8/£5 Friends and concessions

Black History Month: Franklin the Abolitionist
Monday 3 October, 1pm

How did a man who once owned slaves become, lashigublic role, President of the Pennsylvania
Society for the Abolition of Slavery? Franklin hisian, Lady Joan Reid, will explore Franklin’s
evolving views on slaverfrom acceptance to abhorrereduring his lifetime.

£5/£3.50 Friends and concessions

From Subject to Citizen — The Political Transformat ion of Benjamin Franklin
Wednesday 12 October, 6.30pm

Franklin scholar Dr Steve Neiheisel of St. Mary'siiMersity in Texas will examine the transition| in
Franklin’s thinking about British politics and Amiean independence during his time in London.|He
arrived a loyal British subject but departed aloéiomary republican.

£5/£3.50 Friends and concessions

Georgian Crafts

Tuesday 25 October, 11am and 2pm
As the days get shorter and the nights draw iogler how Georgian children entertained themsglves
through long winters. Link to the past and makeH8entury toys, such as whirligigs and button pulls
stringed cat’s cradles, dolls and balls!

£5 per child, free for adults

To book call +44(0)207 839 2006 or email info@Benja minFranklinHouse.org, or send a cheque made
payable to ‘Friends of Benjamin Franklin House’ to

Benjamin Franklin House, 36 Craven Street, London W C2N 5NF
www.BenjaminFranklinHouse.org



Thanksgiving Dinner

LOCATION: The Butcher’s Hall, 87 Bartholomew Close, London EC1A 7EB

Thursday 24 November, 7.30pm

An American Thanksgiving feast with all the trimmwill take place at London’s famed Butcher’s
Hall. Roast turkey (and stuffing and vegetablesarcourse pumpkin pie) will be a highlight.
Franklin, in addition to suggesting the turkey beeoone of America’s national symbols, practised
cooking it as part of his early work on electricity

£67 Adults/£27 children

Annual Friends and Neighbours Christmas Party

Tuesday 13 December, 6pm

Celebrate the festive season with our Craven Stiertls and neighbours. In the great British
holiday tradition, enjoy a mince pie and a glagsvorof homemade mulled wine!

Free — Booking required

Children’s Christmas Party

Saturday 17th December, 11am-2pm

With Christmas just around the corner, childrenlwiscover the magic of the holidayl8th century
style— with traditional carols, crafts and treats.

£5 per child, free for adults

To book call +44(0)207 839 2006 or email info@Benja minFranklinHouse.org, or send a cheque made
payable to ‘Friends of Benjamin Franklin House’ to

Benjamin Franklin House, 36 Craven Street, London W C2N 5NF
www.BenjaminFranklinHouse.org



