A place for history

Benjamin Franklin House opcnctl to the pu})hc for the first
time on Franklin’s 300th Lirtll(lay in January 2006. This
precious lleritage asset — the world’s only remaining Franklin
residence — has been krought back to its 18th century lustre

asa clynalnic museum and education fa.cihty.

For near]y sixteen years between 1757 and 1775,
Dr. Benjamin Franklin — scientist, diplomat, p11ilosopl1er,
inventor, US F‘ounding Father and more — called

36 Craven Street his London home.

During this intense pcriod, his main occupation as

Colonial agent was nleilia.ting between Britain and America.
Tllougll ultimately unsuccessful, he plante(l seeds of a special
relationslﬁp that continues to be a source of strengﬂ] for

both nations.

Rescued from (Iereliction, 36 Craven Street’s conserved
interiors now prove a grace[ul })aclzclrop for the House’s unique
ogerings. Built circa 1730, the worlza.(la.y Georgian })ui]ding
holds a Grade I architectural lis’cing for its extensive original
{eatures, including 14 {ireplaces, ceilings, pane”ing, shu’cters,
floors and a central staircase which Franklin claimed to use

for daily exercise!

The Historical Experience uses the historic spaces where
so much took placc as a stage — Llending live interpretation,
1eading—edge soun(l, lighting, and visual projection — to

remove the distance between visitor and historyA

“A Grade 1-listed })uil(ling, L)eautiﬁdly restored....
It’s a short, intense experience.... You'll come
away with a strong sense of the man and the times

in which he lived.” *k*k* Time Out

A place for today

The Student Science Centre inspires young pcoplc through
hands-on experiments from Franklin’s London years. Franklin
translated scientific inquisitiveness into useful devices like

the lightning 1'0(1, 1na12ing positive and lasting contributions

in science. Open ]oy appointment.

The Robert H. Smith Scholars]nip Centre is a focal point
in Europe for stu(].y of Franklin and the myria.(]. su]sjects with
which he is associated, fea‘curing a full set of the Papers of
Benjamin Franklin catalogucd Ly Yale University, as well

as an active symposia programme. Open Ly appointment.

Volunteer
Volunteers are essential to the Benjamin Franklin House
Historical Experience and other activities. Please be in

touch and get involved.

Venue Hire
Book Benjamin Franklin House for exclusive entertaining,
1ectures, private &ining, we(l(ling receptions or for £ilming

and photography. Contact us for further information.

Corporate Sponsors]:lip
Please contact us for more details.

Want to know more about Benjamin Franklin and his
London home?

Visit: www.BcnjalninFranlehnHousc.org

Benjamin Franklin House

36 Craven Street

London WC2N 5NFE

United Kingdom

Telephone: +44 (0) 207 839 2006
Fax: +44 (0) 207 930 9124
www.Benjamin FranklinH ouse.org

info@B cnjaminFranlzhan use.org
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Bringing to life the dramatic
story of Franklin in London

in his only remaining home

“I have given...
loose to imagination”

Benjamin Franklin




“When truth and error have fair piay,
the former is aiways an overmatch

ior tiie iatter”

The Historical Experience

Benjamin Franklin’s last nigiit

in London: 20 March 1775

First Acts

The Seminar Room

Outside the House’s originai i’:oundarics; tociay a i)aselncn’c, in
Franklin’s time the ga.r(ien

Featuring original artifacts and the Craven Street bones found

uring conservation, remnants of the anatomy school run i)y

the hushand of Poliy Hewson, (iaugi'iter of Franklin’s 1an(iia(iy

Scene 1 — The Stage is Set

Benjamin Franklin®

Workmen

Poily Hewson: Franklin’s ‘second (:1augiltery

William Hewson: Eminent anatomist and Poliy's husband

Scene 2 — The Kitchen

Dr Franklin’s Passions — Food, Public Hea/tlz, and Dolitics
Poily Hewson

Janey and Lucy: Servant girls

Benjamin Franklin

Scene 3 — Margaret Stevenson’s Sitting Room

Social Franklin — Music, Friends, Toa and Tipp/e

Poily Hewson

Margaret Stevenson: Franklin’s ianc”aciy and Poliyys mother
JOi’ll’l Staniey: Blind musician who plays Franklin armonica
William Strahan: Franklin’s friend and printer

Benjamin Franklin

Scene 4 — The Card Room

Head oins London Houselzo/a/; the Fami/y He Left Behind
P()Hy Hewson

Biily Hewson: Poily and William’s son

Benjamin Franklin

Deborah Franklin: Benjamin Franklin’s wife

Scene 5 — Dr. Franklin's Parlour

Leaked Letters and Par/iamentary Ti’ia/s, Taxes and Tea Farties
Po]iy Hewson

Benjamin Franklin

William Franklin: Benjamin’s iilegitimate son and

Governor of New Jersey

Alexander Wedderburn: Britain’s Solicitor General

Dr Pringie: Franklin friend and King George IIT'’s piiysician
William Pitt: Earl of Cl’iatiiam, Former Prime Minister

Scene 6 — Franklin’s Laboratory

Ultimate Clzofces, an American, and Departure
POHy HCWSOH

Benjamin Franklin

Dr Josepii Priest]ey: Franklin scientist and father of chemistry

Final Acts

Scene 7 — Franklin’s Laboratory and Powder Closet
Polly Hewson

Deborah Franklin

William Franklin

Meiange of voices

Benjamin Franklin

Voice of Benjamin Franklin

Peter Coyote, Emmy® Award winner

Voice of Margaret Stevenson

Imelda Staunton, Aca(iemy Award® nominee
* Franklin words are his own from letters and writings

Script
Pat Lower

Secript advisors

Dr. Marcia Balisciano

Latiy Joan Reid

Royal Aca(iemy of Dramatic Art

Architectural clesign and conservation

Anne Keigiler and Patrick Dillon

Designers
Adam Grater, Can F‘actory, Elbow Pro&iuctions, Event

Communications, Lutron, Peter Key, Sysco

wr . .
The rapid progress true science now makes,
occasions my regretting sometimes that I was

born so soon” Benjamin Franklin

Become a Friend
Benjamin Franklin said “A penny saved is a penny carned”
and your pennies will ileip ensure the future of Benjamin

Pranklin House and its aims.
A donation of £25 (US$45) and above will enable you to

become a “Friend of Benjamin Franklin House” with benefits
that include the Craven Street Gazette newsletter.

Name

A[l(erSS

City Postcode Country

Teiepiione Email

Credit Card Number

Expiration Donation Amount £

POST P]CHS(:‘ malze £ ci’leques payal)le to: F‘riencls U{
Benjamin Franklin House (UK) and return to: Benjamin

Franklin House, 36 Craven Street, London WC2N 5NFE.

US DONORS: Bcnjamin Franklin House Foundation is a
United States 501 (¢)(3) charitable organisation which is
sponsoring a “Friends Campaign" for the Benjamin Franklin
HOL[SC general {un(‘l. Please Hlaize Cl’lecizs payal)ie to Benjalnin
Franklin House Foundation, and likewise for credit card

clonations, compiete the form above and return to:

Benjamin Franklin House Foundation

PO Box 16786
Ci’iapei Hill, NC 27516
United States

ONLINE DONATIONS:

Visit WWW.Benja.minF‘ra.niziinHouse.org

Gift Aid declaration for UK tax payers

Benjamin Franklin House, UK registere(i ci’iarity no. 2760606,
registered company no. 136291 has my permission to reciaim
Gift Aid on all donations I have made until further notice.
(You must pay an amount of income tax or capitai gains tax
equa.i to the tax we reclaim on your (ionations, currentiy 28p

for each £1 you give).

Signature Date
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