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“The peop]e have a H'g'jzt to freedom of speec]x, and of writing and pub]is&ing’ their sentiments, therefore the
treedom of the press oug’]1t 1ot to be restrained. "Benjamin Franklin

On 3 June 2009, Benjamin Franklin House in London and Benjamin Franklin House Foundation in New York will
oiiiciaiiy launch the World of Possibilities endowment campaign with a gaia dinner at the Newseum in Wasiiington D.C.
There can be no more iitting location than this landmark new space Wiiicii, like Franiziin, stands for free speecii and a
vibrant press. The Newseum Gala is important to the future of Benjamin Franklin House in London, the world’s oniy

remaining Franklin iiome, ai(iing the iong—term operationai needs and exciting educational pians of this (iynamic museum.

The Newseum Gala is hosted Ly World of Possibilities Campaign Co-chair Sir N igei Sheinwald, British Ambassador to
the United States, and Newseum iounciing partner Mr Robert H. Smith. Guest speaizer is renowned Emmy Award
winning journaiis’c Sir David Frost, OBE, whose famous interviews with Richard Nixon in 1977 were recentiy featured in
the Aca(iemy Award winning film, Frost/Nixon. Frost is the oniy person to have interviewed all seven US presi(ients in
office between 1969 and 2008 and all seven British prime ministers serving between 1964 and 2009. He has won two
Emmy Awards for The David Frost Siiow, two Golden Globes for Frost Over Engianci and was iznigiiteci i)y Queen
Eiizai)etii II in 1993.

Benjamin Franklin House at 36 Craven Street, Lon(ion, is the oniy surviving home of Benjamin Franiziin, one of
America’s, and the wori(i’s, most iconic and respecte(i historical figures. For neariy sixteen years between 1757 and 1775,
Benjamin Franklin — ciipiomat, writer, scientist, US F‘oun(iing Father and more — lived behind its doors. By the end of
the twentieth century, the 1730s Georgian i)uiiciing was threatened iay ciiiapiciation until rescued i)y a dedicated group of
individuals who restored this irrepiaceai)ie Angio-American iieri’cage site. On January 17, 2006 — Franklin’s 300th
i)irtii(iay — the House opene(i to the pui)iic for the first time as a (iynamic museum and educational iaciiity which, in
ceiei)rating Franklin’s London years, i)rings to life iiistory, scientific innovation, poiitics and (iipiomacy.

The $8 million World of Possibilities endowment campaign is co-chaired i)y the US Ambassador to Britain (formeriy,
Robert Tuttie) and the British Ambassador to the US , Sir N igei Sileinwai(i, with the support of an A(ivisory Group of
Congressionai and Parliamentary members and an Educational Panel of scholars. The endowment will allow the

continued (ieveiopmen’c of the House and its many offerings.

ENDS
Notes to editors

e The World of Possibilities Gala takes piace on We(inestiay 3 June 20009 at the Newseum, 555 Pennsyivania Avenue, Washing’con
DC 20001, with a cocktail reception ]oeginning at 7pm and dinner from 8 - 10pm. The dress code is black tie, and valet parieing
will be available.. Ticket prices start at $500, and can be purciiase(i from the Benjamin Franklin House Foundation at
www.BFHFoun(iation.org or 212-372-098&9.

¢ Benjamin Franklin House is located at 36 Craven Street, Lon(ion, WC2N 5NF, Engian(i. The House is open to the pui)iic (iaiiy,
except Tuesdays, when it is open free of cilarge to education groups. Since opening for Franklin’s 300th i)irtil(iay in 20006, the
House has welcomed more than 25,000 visitors from both sides of the Atlantic. More information, and an image arciiive, can be

found at Www.BenjaminFranieiinHouse.org




