
 

 

 
 
 
Benjamin Franklin on the Dampner in his Fireplace 
 
Since I first us’d this Contrivance in the Chimneys of my Lodging here, many 
Hundreds have been set up in Imitation of it, in and about this City, and they 
have afforded general Satisfaction. Simplicity, Cheapness, and Easy 
Execution, have all contributed to recommend it. Then it is no Obstruction to 
the Sweeping of the Chimney, is attended with no ill Smells, and in summer 
serves the Purpose of a Chimney-Board, by closing the Chimney entirely. 
 
It has indeed been mistaken by some, as intended for the Cure of Smoaky 
Chimneys. But that is not to be expected from it, except in two Cases, viz. 
where the Chimney smokes because the Opening is too large; or where the 
Room is so tight and the Funnel so big, that all the Crevices together do not 
admit Air enough to supply the Draft: In these Cases it is of Service. But 
Chimneys often Smoke from other Causes, and must have other Remedies. 
 
-- To Sir Alexander Dick, January 21, 1762  
  


